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CONSENT CALENDAR 

5.B.(1)(a) 

06/28/2016 

MINUTES 

Regular Meeting of the 

City of Gardena City Council 

Tuesday, June 14, 2016 

 

The regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Gardena, California, was called to order at 7:35 p.m. on 

Tuesday, June 14, 2016, in the Council Chamber of City Hall at 1700 West 162nd Street, Gardena, California; Mayor 

Paul K. Tanaka presiding. 

 

1. ROLL CALL 

 

Present: Mayor Paul K. Tanaka; Mayor Pro Tem Mark E. Henderson; Council Member Terrence Terauchi; 

Council Member Dan Medina; and Council Member Tasha Cerda. Other City officials and employees present: 

City Manager Mitchell G. Lansdell; City Attorney Peter L. Wallin; City Treasurer Ingrid Tsukiyama; City Clerk 

Mina Semenza; and Deputy City Clerk Becky Romero. 

 

2. CLOSED SESSION – Not Held 

 

3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE & INVOCATION 

 

A. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

Jade Sierra and Rico Sierra, brother and sister, co-led the Pledge of Allegiance. They are participants in 

the After School Program at Nakaoka Community Center and Junior Golf Classes at Chester Washington 

Golf Course, sponsored by the City of Gardena Recreation Division. Both students introduced their 

parents who had accompanied them to the meeting. 

 

B. INVOCATION  

 

The Reverend Nathaniel J. Session gave the Invocation. He is the Senior Pastor of Enlightened Motorcycle 

Ministries, in Gardena. 

 

4. PRESENTATIONS, PROCLAMATIONS, & APPOINTMENTS 

 

A. PRESENTATIONS – No Items 

 

B. PROCLAMATIONS 

 

(1) “Pause for the Pledge of Allegiance, 21 Days to Honor America,” June 14 through July 4, 2016 

– was proclaimed by Mayor Tanaka 

 

C. APPOINTMENTS 

 

(1) Council Appointments to Commissions, Committees, Board, and Council 

No appointments were made 

 

5. CONSENT CALENDAR 

 

A. WAIVER OF READING IN FULL OF ALL ORDINANCES LISTED ON THIS AGENDA AND THAT 

THEY BE READ BY TITLE ONLY 
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5. CONSENT CALENDAR (Continued) 

 

B. CITY CLERK 

 

(1) Approved: Minutes of 

 

(a) City Council Regular Meeting, May 24, 2016 

 

(2) Approved: Affidavit of Posting Agenda on June 10, 2016 

 

C. CITY TREASURER 

 

(1) Approved: Warrants / Payroll Register: 

 

(a) June 14, 2016: Wire Transfer No. 11487-11492; Prepay Nos. 138848-138856 and Check Nos. 

138857-139081 for a total amount of $1,118,477.15; Total Payroll Issued May 27, 2016: 

$1,878,426.53; Total Payroll issued for June 10, 2016: $1.473,974.01; and 

 

(2) Approved: Monthly Investment Portfolio Report 

 

(a) May 2016 

 

D. CITY MANAGER 

 

(1) Approved: Personnel Report No. P-2016-09 

 

(2) Approved: Approval of Fortunetelling Permit 

El Curaca Amazonico 

1121 West Gardena Boulevard Unit B, Gardena, CA 90247 

 

It was moved by Council Member Terauchi, seconded by Council Member Cerda, and carried by the 

following roll call vote to approve all of the Items on the Consent Calendar: 

 

Ayes: Council Members Terauchi and Cerda, Mayor Pro Tem Henderson, Council Member Medina, 

and Mayor Tanaka 

Noes: None 

Absent: None 

 

6. EXCLUDED CONSENT CALENDAR 

 

7. PLANNING & ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY COMMISSION ACTION SHEET 

 

A. JUNE 7, 2016, MEETING – Meeting Cancelled 

 

ORAL COMMUNICATIONS  

 

(1) Robert Pullen Miles – representing Assemblywoman Autumn Burke – Announced and invited everyone to the 

“Replace Your Ride: Smog-Less Saturday” that will be held on June 25, 2016, at CarMax, 8611 La Cienega 

Blvd., in Inglewood, from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. This offer is made possible by the AQMD in partnership 

with Assemblywoman Burke. Mr. Pullen-Miles indicated that, if one qualifies, they will be able to trade in an 

older, high-pollution vehicle for a newer vehicle, upgrade to a hybrid or electric vehicle, or get vouchers for 

rideshares or public transit passes. More information is available on the website www.replaceyourride.com. 
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ORAL COMMUNICATIONS (Continued) 

 

(2) Cheral Sherman, Vice President of Friends of Gardena Willows Wetland Preserve – invited everyone to attend 

their “Third Saturday Restoration Workday” on June 18, 2016, from 8:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.  She also informed 

everyone that July has been declared as “Wonderful Butterfly Month” and, on July 10, 2016, will be their 

“Second Sunday Stroll.” She encouraged families and children to participate. 

 

8. DEPARTMENTAL ITEMS 

 

A. ELECTED & ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES 

 

(1) Approval of Transfer of Normandie Casino Card Club License to Larry Flynt – Larry Flynt’s 

Lucky Lady Casino, Pursuant to GMC 5.24.110. 

 

City Manager Lansdell presented the Staff Report. 

 

It was moved by Council Member Medina, seconded by Council Member Cerda, and carried by the 

following roll call vote to Approve the Transfer of the Card Club License: 

 

Ayes: Council Members Medina and Cerda, Mayor Pro Tem Henderson, Council Member 

Terauchi, and Mayor Tanaka 

Noes: None 

Absent:  None 

 

(2) Approval of Outdoor Signage for Larry Flynt’s Lucky Lady Casino 

 

City Manager Lansdell presented the Staff Report. 
 

Hustler Casino President and General Manager Tom Candy and Marketing Director Evan Roosevelt 

were present at the meeting to respond to any questions or comments. 
 

Council Member Cerda spoke in opposition of the sign that was shown on the first slide from the 

materials provided to Council. She was okay with the two signs that appeared in slides 2 and 3.  

She asked if Mr. Flynt could consider some other type of image, one would be “a little more 

tasteful.”  She stated that she feels the first sign is a bit demeaning to women and would be the first 

thing people would see after first viewing the “Welcome to Gardena” sign. 
 

Mr. Roosevelt replied that Mr. Flynt is pretty adamant with the sign showing the woman; that he 

finds the sign to be unique. The only place the sign will appear is above the entrance to the casino. 
 

Mayor Tanaka asked if this proposal had come directly to the City Council? He then asked if the 

signage weren’t approved tonight, would it go back to the Planning Commission? 
 

City Manager Lansdell replied that, yes, pursuant to the Municipal Code, it had come directly to 

the Council, and that it had also been presented to Staff. If the signage is not approved, the matter 

would come back to the City Council and would not go to the Planning Commission, unless “so 

ordered by the City Council.” 
 

City Attorney Wallin then stated that the City cannot regulate content of signage; the Council can 

deny without prejudice and ask Mr. Flynt to reconsider. 
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8. DEPARTMENTAL ITEMS (Continued) 
 

A.  ELECTED & ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES (Continued) 
 

(2) Approval of Outdoor Signage for Larry Flynt’s Lucky Lady Casino (Continued) 
 

Mayor Tanaka then stated that he shares Council Member Cerda’s concern, but is also concerned 

about litigation. 
 

Council Member Terauchi then asked if the City does a say so over the size of the sign? 
 

City Attorney Wallin replied that, yes, we do, over the size but not the content. 

 

A motion to approve the Outdoor Signage was made by Council Member Medina; no one 

seconded his motion. 
 

Mayor Tanaka then said that he is asking for a motion to deny the proposed sign without prejudice 

and asking Mr. Flynt to reconsider. He continued, stating that the reason we are doing this is 

because no one seconded the first motion. 
 

It was then moved by Council Member Cerda, seconded by Council Member Terauchi, and 

carried by the following roll call vote to Deny the Proposed Outdoor Signage without Prejudice; 

asking Mr. Flynt to Reconsider 
 

Ayes: Council Members Cerda and Terauchi, Mayor Pro Tem Henderson, Council Member 

Medina, and Mayor Tanaka 

Noes: None 

Absent: None 

 

(3) PUBLIC HEARING: ORDINANCE NO. 1767, Incorporating, by Reference, Amendments to 

Chapter 8.04 (Public Licenses) of the Los Angeles County Code Relating to Inspection and Posting of 

Letter Grades to Mobile Food Facilities (Introduced by Council Member Dan Medina, May 10, 2016) 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 1767 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF GARDENA, 

CALIFORNIA, INCORPORATING, BY REFERENCE, AMENDMENTS TO 

CHAPTER 8.04 (PUBLIC LICENSES) OF THE LOS ANGELES COUNTY 

CODE RELATING TO INSPECTION AND POSTING OF LETTER 

GRADES TO MOBILE FOOD FACILITIES 
 

City Manager Lansdell presented the Staff Report. 
 

Mayor Tanaka opened the Public Hearing at 8:09 p.m. and asked for any comments. No 

comments were made; and he closed the Public Hearing at 8:10 p.m. 
 

It was moved by Council Member Medina, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Henderson, and carried by 

the following roll call vote to Adopt Ordinance No. 1767: 
 

Ayes: Council Member Medina, Mayor Pro Tem Henderson, Council Members Cerda and 

Terauchi, and Mayor Tanaka 

Noes: None 

Absent: None 
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8. DEPARTMENTAL ITEMS (Continued) 
 

A.  ELECTED & ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES (Continued) 

 

(4) ORDINANCE NO. 1768, Amending Section 14.04.090 of the Gardena Municipal Code Relating to 

Rent Mediation (Introduced by Council Member Terrence Terauchi, May 24, 2016) 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 1768 

 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF GARDENA, 

CALIFORNIA, AMENDING SECTION 14.04.090 OF THE GARDENA 

MUNICIPAL CODE RELATING TO RENT MEDIATION 

 

City Manager Lansdell presented the Staff Report. 

 

Council Member Terauchi stated that he wanted to clarify two aspects of the Rent Mediation 

Ordinance: 1) Under existing law, the notice of rent increase does not take effect until the owner 

receives the increase. Mobile Home Park owners have been mailing the notices and the dispute is 

when the tenant receives it; service is presumed within five (5) days if it is sent via regular mail and 

two (2) days if sent expedited mail; and 2) It also clarifies how rental increases are to be computed. 

 

It was moved by Council Member Terauchi, seconded by Council Member Cerda, and carried by 

the following roll call vote to Adopt Ordinance No. 1768: 

 

Ayes: Council Members Terauchi, Cerda, Mayor Pro Tem Henderson, Council Member 

Medina, and Mayor Tanaka 

Noes: None 

Absent: None 

 

(5) RESOLUTION NO. 6231, Annual Statement of Investment Policy for Fiscal Year 2016-2017 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 6231 

 

AN RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF GARDENA, 

CALIFORNIA, ACKNOWLEDGING THE RECEIPT AND FILING OF THE 

ANNUAL STATEMENT OF INVESTMENT POLICY FOR FISCAL YEAR 

2016-2017 

 

City Manager Lansdell presented the Staff Report. 

 

It was moved by Council Member Terauchi, seconded by Council Member Medina, and carried by 

the following roll call vote to Adopt Resolution No. 6231: 

 

Ayes: Council Members Terauchi and Medina, Mayor Pro Tem Henderson, Council Member 

Cerda, and Mayor Tanaka 

Noes: None 

Absent:  None 
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8. DEPARTMENTAL ITEMS (Continued) 
 

B. POLICE STREETS, & DEVELOPMENT SERVICES 

 

(1) PUBLIC HEARING: Receive Comments on the 2015 Annual Housing Element Progress Report 

(APR) on the Implementation of the City’s 2014-2021 Housing Element of the General Plan Pursuant 

to California Government Code Section 65400 

 

City Manager Lansdell presented the Staff Report. 

 

Mayor Tanaka opened the Public Hearing at 8:15 p.m. and asked for any comments. No 

comments were made. Mayor Tanaka closed the Public Hearing at 8:16 p.m. 

 

Mayor Pro Tem Henderson noted that the City is short regarding the quota and asked what 

strategies are in place to get to that number? 

 

City Manager Lansdell replied we would have to submit a program to the Department of Housing 

and Community Development that would allow us to up zone/change some properties to allow the 

development of allowable units; the City is not in control of enough properties to make sure all 

these units are built. 

 

Council Member Terauchi indicated that he sees that the Olson development on Van Ness Avenue 

and the Platinum Row project on Normandie are classified as moderate income housing.; He asked 

if $500,000 for this housing is considered moderate? 

 

City Manager Lansdell then replied based on the definition in the element $500,000 is considered 

moderate. 

 

Upon the General Consensus of the City Council, the 2015 Annual Housing Element Progress 

Report was Received and Filed. 

 

C. RECREATION, HUMAN SERVICES, PARKS, & FACILITIES 

 

(1) Approval of the Food Service Agreement between the City of Gardena and Tender Loving Care 

Catering, Inc., for the Provision of Meals for the Senior Community Action Meals Program (SCAMP) 

for Fiscal Years 2016-2020 Subject to Terms 

 

City Manager Lansdell presented the Staff Report. 

 

It was moved by Council Member Terauchi, seconded by Council Member Cerda, and carried 

by the following roll call vote to Approve Agreement: 

 

Ayes: Council Members Terauchi and Cerda, Mayor Pro Tem Henderson, Council Member 

Medina, and Mayor Tanaka 

Noes: None 

Absent: None 
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8. DEPARTMENTAL ITEMS (Continued) 
 

C. RECREATION, HUMAN SERVICES, PARKS, & FACILITIES (Continued) 
 

(2) Approval of Older Americans Act (OAA) Elderly Nutrition Program Contract No. ENP “Subaward” 

Contract for Fiscal Years 2016-2020 

 

City Manager Lansdell presented the Staff Report. 

 

It was moved by Council Member Medina, seconded by Council Member Terauchi, and carried 

by the following roll call vote to Approve Contract: 
 

Ayes: Council Members Medina and Terauchi, Mayor Pro Tem Henderson, Council 

Member Cerda, and Mayor Tanaka 

Noes: None 

Absent: None 

 

(3) Ratify Administrative Approval of the Entertainment Services Contract between the City of Gardena 

and Maze, Inc. 
 

City Manager Lansdell presented the Staff Report. 
 

It was moved by Council Member Cerda, seconded by Council Member Medina, and carried by 

the following roll call vote to Ratify Contract Authorizing Mayor to Sign: 
 

Ayes: Council Members Cerda and Medina, Mayor Pro Tem Henderson, Council Member 

Terauchi, and Mayor Tanaka 

Noes: None 

Absent: None 

 

(4) Approval of Amendment No. 1 to Contract No. MH100322 between the City of Gardena and Los 

Angeles County Department of Mental Health to Fund the Gardena Socialization Center for Fiscal 

Years 2016-2017 and 2017-2018 
 

City Manager Lansdell presented the Staff Report. 
 

It was moved by Council Member Medina, seconded by Council Member Cerda, and carried by 

the following roll call vote to Approve Amendment to Contract: 

 

Ayes: Council Members Medina and Cerda, Mayor Pro Tem Henderson, Council Member 

Terauchi, and Mayor Tanaka 

Noes: None 

Absent: None 

 

D. TRANSPORTATION 
 

(1) RESOLUTION NO. 6230, Submittal of FY 2016 Application to the Federal Transit Administration 

(FTA) of the U.S. Department of Transportation for the Section 5307 Capital Assistance Supplemental 

Transit Funding 
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8. DEPARTMENTAL ITEMS (Continued) 
 

D. TRANSPORTATION (Continued) 
 

(1) RESOLUTION NO. 6230 (Continued) 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 6230 

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF GARDENA, 

CALIFORNIA, AUTHORIZING THE FILING OF APPLICATIONS WITH 

THE FEDERAL TRANSIT ADMINISTRATION, AN OPERATING 

ADMINISTRATION OF THE UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF 

TRANSPORTATION, FOR FEDERAL TRANSPORTATION ASSISTANCE 

AUTHORIZED BY 49 U.S.C. CHAPTER 53, TITLE 23 UNITED STATES 

CODE, AND OTHER FEDERAL STATUTES ADMINISTERED BY THE 

FEDERAL TRANSIT ADMINISTRATION 

 

City Manager Lansdell presented the Staff Report. 
 

It was moved by Council Member Terauchi, seconded by Council Member Medina, and carried 

by the following roll call vote to Adopt Resolution No. 6230: 

 

Ayes: Council Members Terauchi and Medina, Mayor Pro Tem Henderson, Council 

Member Cerda, and Mayor Tanaka 

Noes: None 

Absent: None 

 

9. COUNCIL ITEMS, DIRECTIVES & REMARKS 
 

A. COUNCIL ITEMS – No Items 
 

B. COUNCIL DIRECTIVES – No Directives were given 
 

C. COUNCIL REMARKS 
 

(1) COUNCIL MEMBER CERDA reported that, since the last Council Meeting, she attended the 

following events: “Coffee with a Cop” at the Starbucks on Rosecrans/Normandie. Everyone was having 

fun, taking pictures and talking; it wasn’t like a formal event, more like a social hour. It was a lot of fun. 

She asked Chief Medrano to continue having more of these events because it is a great way of 

communicating with the public. She also attended the Medal of Valor Awards ceremony where Gardena 

Police Officer Luis Villanueva was honored with the “Lifesaving Award;” the Amestoy Elementary 

School Centennial celebration where parents and several alumni were present – it was a very nice event; 

the Memorial day service for the Nisei Veterans at the Japanese Cultural Institute, honoring Local 

Veterans; the 33rd Annual Memorial Day service at Green Hills Cemetery Park in Rancho Palos Verdes; 

and the Gardena Holly Park Homeowners meeting. She closed by congratulating all of the students who 

recently graduated from any Gardena local school. 
 

(2) COUNCIL MEMBER TERAUCHI reported that, along with Council Member Cerda and other 

Council Members he also attended the South Bay Medal of Valor, held at the Torrance Marriot, 

honoring Gardena Police Officer Luis “Louie” Villanueva. He also joined Council Member Cerda and 

Mayor Pro Tem Henderson at the Annual Memorial Day services sponsored by Nisei Memorial Post 

1961; he was very impressed with the “Circle of Light” presentation performed by the survivors. He 
attended a city sponsored golf tournament in Palm Springs and was joined by other City officials and 

employees; He ended his report announcing the opening of the model homes at the Gateway Walk 

development on Van Ness Avenue. He elaborated further about the property values in the same area and 

how the new development might help raise the nearby home values. 
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9. COUNCIL ITEMS, DIRECTIVES & REMARKS (Continued) 

 

C. COUNCIL REMARKS (Continued) 

 

(3) COUNCIL MEMBER MEDINA – As mentioned by Council Members Cerda and Terauchi in their 

reports, Medina also attended the South Bay Medal of Valor award ceremony in Torrance. He attended 

the Gardena Elks Memorial Day car show and the West Los Angeles Veterans Cemetery memorial 

services. Another event he attended was the 27th anniversary of the Pentecostal Missionary Church held 

at the Long Beach Convention Center. Lastly, he attended the Greater Los Angeles County Vector 

Control District monthly meeting. He spoke briefly about ways to be mosquito safe and what efforts are 

being done to help control or eventually eradicate the mosquito which are infected with the Zika virus. 

Today, he attended the Flag Day ceremony on the Civic Center lawn. He congratulated the students who 

participated in the Flag Day essay contest. He then invited the community to the upcoming city 

sponsored “Concert on the Lawn and Ice Cream Social” on Saturday, June 18, 2016, starting at 3:00 

p.m. on the Nakaoka Community Center. 

 

(4) MAYOR PRO TEM HENDERSON – He opened his report by saying that it is very important from a 

community stand point, that Council attend events as a “body.” Even though the Council Members have 

differences, it shows a lot about the desire of the Council to put the community first and that all are 

concerned. He attended the Centinela Youth Services Volunteer recognition; a program similar to what 

the City of Gardena, Juvenile Justice program. At City Hall, he met with the Veterans Advocacy group. 

One of the topics discussed was about the homeless veterans and some of the renovations taking place at 

the local Veterans facilities. Lastly, he reported he attended the regular Monday “Second-Time-Around 

Seniors Club” meeting. He closed by encouraging his Council colleagues to adopt the new way to view 

the agenda packet electronically which was recently introduced; he said is an official convert of this 

method to receive and review the materials.  

 

10. ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Council Member Medina invited everyone to the upcoming “Concert on the Lawn and Ice Cream Social” 

featuring the Retro-Boomers. It will take place this Saturday, June 18, 2016, form 3:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m., in 

front of Nakaoka Community Center. 

 

11. REMEMBRANCES 

 

Mr. Haywood “Kelly” Fong, 91 years old, who served as City of Gardena Community Development 

Director from 1981 to 1985; Mrs. Mitzi Matsumoto, a 63-year resident of Gardena, and a long-time friend 

and neighbor of Council Member Emeritus Ronald K. Ikejiri; Ovid R. Brown, Jr., long-time friend and 

neighbor of Council Member Cerda, who served more than 22 years in the U.S. Navy ; Mrs. Opal Steele, 82 

years of age, long-time resident of Gardena, a participant in the Meals Program at Nakaoka Community 

Center, and worked for many years as a child care provider for the Family Child Care Division of the 

Recreation, Human Services, Parks and Facilities Department; and Mr. Edmond Roberson, 74 years old, 

beloved uncle of The Honorable City of Gardena Councilmember Emeritus and former California 

Assemblymember Steven Bradford. Mr. Roberson was a resident of San Antonio, Texas, who had 20 plus 

years of a distinguished career in the Air Force as military police (stationed all over the world), and a 20 

plus years’ career with the State of Texas. He was a father of three and a grandfather of five. 

 

CLOSING STATEMENT MADE BY MAYOR TANAKA 
 

The following contains some highlights of Mayor Tanaka’s closing statement, made just prior to the official 

meeting adjournment. 

 

He said that June 27, 2016, will be his last day in office. It has been a privilege for him to serve on the City 

Council for the past 17 plus years. During that time, the City has experienced many challenges as well as 

numerous successes, starting with the financial deficit which has now been transformed into a $20 million plus 

surplus which is protected by sound fiscal policies. 
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CLOSING STATEMENT MADE BY MAYOR TANAKA (Continued) 
 

Neighborhoods are safer and cleaner; our dedicated City employees have worked diligently, making Gardena a 

model for good government. 

 

It has been a pleasure working with City Manager Mitch Lansdell, watching him grow in his position, just as he 

himself wished to have grown in his position as Mayor. Mr. Lansdell has been an incredible steward, not only 

of City finances, but in leadership of all aspects, especially working with City employees and businesses to get 

the job done. Gardena could not have had a better person at the helm to lead it. Although Mr. Lansdell was 

recognized as the National City Administrator of the Year in the year 2007, he has been Mayor Tanaka’s City 

Manager of the Year for every year he has served with him. 

 

In addition to the dedicated City employees, he recognizes and appreciates all the businesses and residents who 

have played a significant part in making Gardena the fine community it is today, especially for their willingness 

to get involved. He named and thanked a number of individuals, as well as thanking the hundreds, maybe 

thousands of others to have made our community a wonderful place in which to live and work. 

 

He then thanked his family, especially his wife, Valerie, for providing her unwavering support which allowed 

him to serve on the City Council as best as he could for all these years, eleven of them as Mayor. 

 

He closed, stating that it was an honor to serve Gardena, and he offered his deepest thanks and kindest regards 

 

 

12. ADJOURNMENT  

 

At 8:45 p.m., Mayor Tanaka announced that the Gardena City Council will adjourn to the next Regular City 

Council Meeting, at 7:00 p.m., on Tuesday, June 28, 2016. 

 

 

       MINA SEMENZA 

       City Clerk of the City of Gardena and 

   Ex-officio Clerk of the Council 

 

 

       By: _____________________________ 

   Becky Romero, Deputy City Clerk 

APPROVED:  

 

______________________ 

Paul K. Tanaka, Mayor 

 


